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sore which could never be healed. The Medici, like other
families, were not faultless; but even had they been angels
the embittered feelings (so widely shared) consequent on
the bare fact of a republic being succeeded by a despotic
monarchy, weie alone sufficient to produce all the charges
which have been made against them.

When, therefore, overt attacks had no longer a chance of
success, the Medici having become crowned heads supported
by Kmpeiors and Popes, these other families, while out-
wardly acquiescing in that which they felt powerless to
reveibe, nourished, from geneiation to generation, an intense
jealousy at the height to which this family had attained, and
vented that jealousy, no longer in overt attacks, but in the
seciet fabrication of stones of crime to cast disgrace upon
the Medici.

It is lure that there originated, from the time of Ferdi-
nand T onwards, those various stories of this nature which
have upassed for history/' and which, eageily caught up by
the sensation-lovers of all ages and countries, have had so
large a pait in forming the general idea entertained of the
Medici, that atmosphere of the dagger and the bowl by
tthich melodrama loves to surround them. In this manner,
ycais aitrr he was dead,-1' were fabricated against Cosimo I
tin* stories that he had poisoned his own daughter and killed
\\ith h's own hands one of his sons; and against his sons the
stotics th:l two of them had killed each other, that another
had ordered the murder of his sister-in-law, that a fourth
had murdered his wife, and that a fifth had poisoned his
brother and instigated the murder of his sister.:<0 Thus
envenomed jealousy contrived to accuse every one, of
Cosimo's five sons of the murder of a brother, a sister, or a
\\ife31 ICven, however, were all these stories true it would
still be the case, as hns once before been remarked, that to
not many among the ruling families of the fifteenth, six-
teenth, and seventeenth centuries have so few crimes of
murder been attributed as to the thirteen generations of the